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Y’S MEN INTERNATIONAL REGION NORGE

 Conference secretary:  PRD Lars Bodin  lars@bodin.no
Report from  seminar on Christian Emphasis/kristen basis (CE/RTR)
Location: Asker, Norway
Date: 5. of June 2010.

Participants: Region Russia: Kira Korotkova, Region Finland/Baltic: Toivo Marus, Region Denmark: Bent Jensen, Region Norway: Harald Daasvand,  Henry Grindheim and Lars Bodin

Arrival at Friday afternoon with a sosial programme visiting a YMCA camp Strandheim and attending a meeting in a Y`s Men`s Club in Asker.

The conference was held on Saturday in Thon Hotel Vettre. Henry Grindheim had a morning and a closing devotion.

The representatives from the regions delivered a paper about Christian Emphasis in their  region.

Kira Korotkova reported:  The Y`s Men in Russia have lately been more concerned about Christian Emphasis and Y`s dom. She is a second generation of Y`s Men as her mother Olga Korotkova has been a Y`s Men for many Years. PRD Henry had a presentation of the CE material on the MYM and at the District conference in St. Petersburg. This was a motivation for including the CE work on the agenda. Julia Cherbakova in Moscow is working on preparing a Russian adaption of this and the goal is to get some of it ready for presentation on the Region Conference this autumn. 

Kira is very enthusiastic and good at practising foreign languages. She will bring the knowledge from the CE conference home to Russian Y`s Men to make them understand the importance of getting the CE material available fort he clubs.
Bent Jenssen reported:  Notat fra Christian Emphasis  Seminar i Asker Norge       Det  har været en meget spændende seminar, med gode input der fortæller at Y`s Men Internationale nødvendigvis må være meget bred og vidtfavnende, en organisation som udstikker rammer som den enkelte Region så må udfylde i forhold til hvor i Verden. hvilken kultur, og hvilke kristne traditioner som Y`s dom skal fungere i.  

Ingen tvivl om at Jesu Kristi lære er vores fælles Basis, men måden den praktiseres på må og vil være meget forskellig, Det er netop Y’s Men internationales styrke store styrke. Det giver mulighed for at vi som kristen organisation kan fremmes i områder hvor med en forkyndelse uden at være misionerende.  Det betyder til gengæld at vi må samle vores energi for at se hvor vi er fælles, frem for at fokusere på hvor vi er forskellige.
Jeg har fået mange tanker og ideer til hvordan Christian Emphasis kan udvikles og praktiseres. Det er samtidig så store eksistentielle spørgsmål som kun kan praktiseres og udvikles i samklang med den enkelte regions medlemmer.

Jeg ser frem til at der arbejdes videre frem mod 2012 og lægge op til at der afholdes et seminar i Stavanger, dagen før Den Internationale konference, og med minimum 2 deltagere fra Hver Region i Area Europa. Tak for et godt seminar      
Bent Jensen  Danmark 
Summary: Bent Jensen got many new ideas at the Asker Conference as to the development of ways of practising the Christian emphasis in Region Denmark. It is, however, so fundamental issues that they only can be developed  in harmony with the members of the Region regarding to the difference of culture and tradition. He supports the plan of arranging the next seminary on CE connected to the International Convention in Stavanger in 2012. The conference of CE may be arranged the day before the main arangment is taking place and it will be important that every of the 6 Regions of AREA EUROPE is participating with 2 representatives. In the invitation all the Regions will be asked to prepare a paper which will be performed at the conference (10-15 minutes). The issue is: ”The work in 2010 - 2012 of translating and developing material and implement the material in the clubs of the Region.”
Toivo Marus reported: Christian emphasis and Y`s dom is not very much focused on in the club meetings in our Region. Toivo met as a „stand in“ for another representative from Region Finland/Baltic. He is a member of Pärnu YMC and is a veterinær student. 

The club members do not very often attend the service in the local church, mostly at Christmas and Easter. The cooperation with the church is poor. He was in the Asker conference mainly to get knowledge and inspiration to motivate his own Region for working with CE. He will inform the RD of  Region Finland /Baltic as well as she will be informed by this report. It is important to discuss how the Norwegian CE material can be a model for developing material for use in the clubs.
Harald Daasvand had a powerpointpresentation of the working group (RSD/CE) which in a period for some years has developed CE material for use in the Clubs. This powerpoint is attached to this report by sending it by mail to the participants for further use and adapting in the different regions. 

The different parts of the CE booklet of Region Norway were discussed seriously. We pointed out what of the material could be transalated more or less directly as prayers for use in the churches and in the club meetings. Litterature and songs however must be worked out from scratch based on the culture and tradition of the Region. It is important that the material developed is of a kind to promote as a natural use in the clubs. 

Lars Bodin presented a powerpoint on Constitution and Guidelines in the Regions in AREA EUROPE in connection with the ongoing regulation of the laws of Region Norway which will be put on the agenda at the Regional Conference in Trondheim 27.-29. of August this year. 

This powerpoint together with the comments is attached to this document. He advocated that the identity of Y`s Men mainly is based on the constitutions and on the culture and tradition of the work in the clubs. As a consequense of this understanding it will be important to see if the laws of the region is building up an identity which is loyal to the international laws. The identity of Y`s Men is closely connected to CE both in the laws and in the practising of CE in the clubs.

In the laws of Region Norway we find a confessional approach saying that Y`s Men is a fellowship of persons of all directions of faith and stating that Jesus Christ is God and Saviour as it is witnessed by the wholy scripture. „..based on the teaching of Jesus Christ“ is not included and we miss guideline 201 that is a definition of .. teaching... and a basic statement as to our identity. The current laws of Region Norway indicates that Y`s Men more or less is a fellowship of confession to Christianity more than a fellowship of service open for persons of all faiths.

Region Denmark has „..the teaching...“ included and express the loyalty to the international laws. But the guideline 201 is missing as in Norway.

He urged all the regions in AREA to take into consideration the issue of identity linked to the constitution. A regulation of laws in this direction will make Y`s Men a more open organisation for person of all faiths. With the increasing number of non etnic people it will be important to have an appropriate understanding of and a genuin presentation to persons of all religions as to what kind of organisation Y`s Men is.

Conclusion:

The most important outcome of the CE/RTR conference is the presentation of the differences of how the Christian Emphasis/kristen basis/CE  is beeing practised in the Regions of Europe. To a certain extent we can imagine the challenges to cope with. This is basic knowledge as a background for interregional cooperation to come.

The next benefit is the working session we had following the powerpointpresentation of Harald Daasvand on the Norwegian CE working group material. We discussed the different parts (literature, prayers etc.) and decided what was suitable for direct translation more or less and which part had to be adapted based on language, culture, tradition and history. 

The work of translating and building up material will be a great challenge for every one of the Regions in AREA EUROPE. The Conference will ask the ICM and AP to put CE on the agenda on the first autumn meeting. It is of vital interest that Area take responsibility as to the future work on CE. The regions need different form  of help to develope of material on CE shall be successful.

The conference ended up with a discussion on the future work of CE in AREA EUROPE. The Area Council will receive this report with pointing out the responsibility of planning the future work on CE. The different regions need motivation and practical help to their further work. 

Further work:

In the two seminars that has so far been arranged Region Sweden and Region Central South has been without any representation. We think it is of vital interest that this is an AREA EUROPE affair where the goal ist that all regions are represented in the conference and active working in between.                                 

We talked about arranging the next semninar attached to the International Conference in Stavanger in 2012. There are preliminary plans of arranging the Regional Conference of Norway attached to that conference. The reducing of travelcost will be one of the practical benefits. Obviously it will be far more convenient for all the Regions to be represented, possibly by two representatives. The total numbers of participants will be 10-15.

The representatives of the different Regions have to prepare a paper listing up the situation and the work on CE. This will, as it was in Asker, be a necessary background for discussion and decision making at the Ce conference 2012.

Sunday we attended the service in Holmen kirke, Asker where Harald Daasvand served as the priest. After the service a church coffe was arranged where the foreign delegates mingled with persons from the local community.                                                             

Our guests had a lot of ideas in their spiritual luggage via Torp and Gardermoen airports. It has been a good experience to spend a day with enthusiastic participants and good Y`s Men friends from different regions. Thank you !            

Asker/Horten, 24. of June 2010.    

                                                                                            PRD Lars Bodin (Secretary of Congress)
PRD Henry Grindheim (Coordiator of Congress)

This report is sent to:

ACM

APE Marit Torp: mato@fredrikstad.kommune.no
AP Jacob Kristensen:  jacobkristensen@ksk.dk
PAP Peter Villadsen: pv@petervilladsen.dk
APEE: Paul Erik Didriksen: didriksen@fiberpost.dk
ASD/CE: Flemming Stentoft:  flst@tvmidtvest.dk
ISD/CE  dalejean@tpg.com.au
RD REGION RUSSIA  Vozchikov@r66.ru
RD REGION FINLAND/BALTICUM: guntaneimane999@gmail.com
RD REGION CENTRAL SOUTH: elfie.musil@hamburg.de   

RD REGION SWEDEN: ingasaracardell@hotmail.com
RD REGION DENMARK: knuderiklykke@fibermail.dk
RD REGION NORWAY: srodset@tussa.com
RSD/CE   larhana@online.no
Participants:
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Bent Jensen:    hebejen@3mail.dk
Harald daasvand:  harald.daasvand@sjomannskirken.no
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Lars Bodin:  lars@bodin.no
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